
This submission deals with Hammersmith Bridge in some 
detail, and with Hammersmith Gyratory in less detail.  
From John Griffiths 
 

Part 1 - On Hammersmith Bridge  
 

1] The present position 
 
Many cyclists find the four pinch points as you go across Hammersmith 
Bridge very intimidating, and many will not cycle across on the roadway. 
 
New markings were put on the roadway of the Bridge early in 2014. Between 
the adjacent end pillars the running lane was narrowed to the width between 
the pillars. Cycle logos were placed to notify motorists and cyclists that 
cyclists were expected to ride in the centre of the lane so that they could not 
be overtaken.  
 

2] Consultation 
 
We were consulted on the position of the logos. As their purpose is to inform 
road users that cyclists are expected to hold the lane I felt strongly that they 
should be in line with the centre of the narrow section. An officer wanted them 
to be on the left. A compromise was reached where they would be slightly to 
the left of centre. Unfortunately the logos were placed as far to the left as they 
could be. 
 
I hope that with the new administration that there will be a new understanding 
of what “Consultation with the Public” means. 
 
 

 
 

3] Our Survey  
 
Our recent survey on Hammersmith Bridge started on 12 May 2014 and so far 
has attracted 141 respondents. The survey was issued via cyclist email lists, 
leaflets handed out near Hammersmith Bridge and via the Hammersmith 
Today website and newsletter. 



 
The headline results were 
 
a] 32% believed that the message from the logos was that cyclists were 
meant to ride on the left so that they could be overtaken at the pinch points. 
 
b] To the question “Do the markings make you feel safer?” 
the most popular response was that it makes no difference,  
followed by it makes it riskier for cyclists. 
 
c] 95% wanted a 20mph limit installed as soon as possible. 
 
Of the 141 respondents 62 live in H&F and 25 live in Richmond. 
Of the 141 respondents 44 work or study in H&F, 11 in Richmond 
 
Most were confident or very confident cyclists. 
 
[See Appendix 1 below for further details on these questions 
and see Appendix 2 [separate pdf] for 85 very insightful answers to an open 
ended question     “Any comments on the new markings?” 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Our conclusion from this survey is that the present system is not satisfactory. 
 

Recommendation 
 
That a 20mph speed limit is imposed on Hammersmith Bridge as soon as 
possible.  
 
This should be complemented by 
 
a] signs being used before each pinch point saying  
 

“Narrow lanes 
Do not overtake cyclists” 

 
and 
b] markings on the carriageway at each pinch point saying “KEEP CLEAR” to 
allow cyclists to pass the pinch point when the traffic is stationary 
 
and 
c]  a large cycle logo placed in line with the centre of the narrowed lane just 
before each pinch point. 
 
 
We would prefer this 20mph limit to extend back to the area around Worlidge 
Street as that area covers a crossing used by school children and two places 
where cycle routes turn right across the traffic. 
 
 
 



 

4 ] How appropriate is a 20mph speed limit. 
 
Chris Bainbridge in his report points out that there are no parked cars on the 
bridge, or side turnings. Indeed that is so.. But he seems to have completely 
overlooked the exceptional geometry of the bridge with its four pinch points as 
you go across. There is also the presence of vulnerable road users, cyclists, 
in the mix including fast moving buses and wide vans.   
 
Northbound the peak morning traffic was found to comprise 30% cyclists [by 
vehicle]. If the bridge was made more acceptable to cyclists this number might 
rise spectacularly. 
See http://hfcyclists.org.uk/bridgeconcepts2014/ 
 
Also Chris has not mentioned the impact on the community of so many 
cyclists taking to the footways of the bridge. 
 
Under these conditions a 20mph speed limit is completely appropriate. 
 
The Department for Transport Circular 01/2013  
SETTING LOCAL SPEED LIMITS  
states at s30 
 
30. The following will be important factors when considering what is an 
appropriate speed limit:  

•  history of collisions, including frequency, severity, types and causes;  

• road geometry and engineering (width, sightlines, bends, junctions, 
accesses and safety barriers etc.);  

• road function (strategic, through traffic, local access etc.);  

• Composition of road users (including existing and potential levels of 
vulnerable road users);  

• existing traffic speeds; and  

•  road environment, including level of road-side development and 
possible impacts on residents (e.g. severance, noise, or air quality).  

 
While these factors need to be considered for all road types, they may be 
weighted differently in urban or rural areas. The impact on community and 
environmental outcomes should also be considered.  
 
from 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
63975/circular-01-2013.pdf 
 
 
Concerning enforcement, it should also be largely self regulatory. If there are 
really clear signs that vehicles should not overtake at the pinch points then 
they will be slowed at those points if a cyclist is there. This may be called 
rolling traffic calming. 
 

 

 
 



5] “Do not overtake cyclists” signs  
 
Previously we have been told that there cannot be signs indicating that motor 
traffic should not overtake cyclists. But we have now been told by Tom 
Bogdanovicz of the London Cycling Campaign that this is possible. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

These signs are in use by TfL and various Councils, though there are not 
officially recognised by the Department for Transport. 
 
 

 
 
 
Here is a mock-up of a sign in green, which may be more acceptable on 
Hammersmith Bridge, The white should be made of reflective paint. One 
could be mounted on a short metal post in the dead area before each pinch 
point. 
 
 
 
 
 



6] Cyclists on the footway 
 
The problems on the road mean that many cyclists cross the bridge using the 
footway, either riding or pushing a bike. When you push a bike the pedal 
sticks out. We would like cyclists to feel that they could ride on the roadway 
without any feeling of threat. This would help pedestrians on the footway. 
 
 

7] Tower Bridge 
 
Tower Bridge has a 20mph speed limit. The engineer at LBHF has always 
stated that a 20mph speed limit would not prolong the life of the bridge in any 
way, but note that the bridge is soon to undergo massive and costly repairs. 

 

8] Collaboration 
 
This will need collaboration with TfL as it is part of the Borough’s Strategic 
Road Network, and also with RB Richmond. 

 
 

8] Space for Cycling 
 
This can be seen as a particular case of the Ask that the Labour Party 
Candidates signed up to in the Hammersmith Broadway ward. 
 

Make Hammersmith a calmer environment with 20mph 
from the Thames to the Town Centre 

 
Cllr Stephen Cowans' response to the Space For Cycling campaign  to the 
LCC was 
 
“I am writing to let you know that all of Labour’s candidates in the local 
elections in the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham will be running 
for office on a manifesto that supports Space for Cycling’s proposals. On a 
personal note, the first thing I achieved after first getting elected in 1998 was 
to turn the whole of my original ward (Grove ward) into a 20mph Home Zone 
in 1999. It was the largest metropolitan 20mph zone in the UK at the time and 
I’d be very keen to see that idea extended along the lines of one of your 
suggestions.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2 - On Hammersmith Gyratory 
 

1] Shared use on the pavement 
 
The Labour Party’s manifesto states that it wants to make the pavements safe 
for pedestrians. This may imply giving tickets to cyclists who are just trying to 
avoid the Gyratory. 
 
Many cyclists use the wide pavement in front of the Piccadilly line station 
entrance to avoid the gyratory going west. If they cycle considerately I believe 
they should not be penalised. I would like to see that section of the pavement 
from Hammersmith Bridge Road to the station entrance made shared use. I 
am not sure about continuing and including the Kings Street crossing. 
 
There could be signs saying  
 

Shared Use  
 Inconsiderate Cyclists  
May be Penalised. 

 
In September 2012 we Instigated an email survey concerning how our 
members dealt with Hammersmith Gyratory. One question was: 
 
YOUR WESTBOUND journey, away from central London  
Which route do you take going West? 
 

Cycle around the gyratory with main traffic flow. 
 

54.10% 
 

33 
 

Along Hammersmith rd, use toucans to cross to central 
island, pass bus station entrance, and WALK past station 
entrance to beginning of King street. 
 

18.03% 
 

11 

Along Hammersmith rd, use toucans to cross to central 
island, pass bus station entrance, and CYCLE past station 
entrance to beginning of King street. 
 

9.84% 
 

6 

Other 
 

18.03% 
 

11 

 
 
So 17 cyclists used the route on the pavement compared to 33 who stayed on 
the Gyratory. That is 34% of the cyclists crossing the gyratory going west use 
the pavement route. 
 
It is too short notice for us to do a proper count at the moment, and the 
pavement works interfere. However I did note 31 people pushing their bikes 
going west between 5pm and 5.30pm on the evening of Thursday 3 July 
2014. 

 



2] 20mph on Hammersmith Gyratory 
 
It will probably be many years before anything major happens at the gyratory. 
As an interim measure I would like to see the gyratory made 20mph. A further 
possibility is the use of low level signals that give cyclists a few seconds start 
so that those at the front can get lined up for the next light. 
 
As yet we have not prepared a case on this. However it would be useful if any 
officers who are doing modelling on the gyratory would find out what the effect 
on traffic flow of these measures would be. 
 
 
 
 
John Griffiths MA Cantab 
[Chair hfcyclists] 
122c Edith road 
West Kensington 
W14 9AP 
john@truefeelings.com 
020 7371 1290 / 07789 095 748 
www.hfcyclists.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1 
 
The survey on Hammersmith Bridge, with many more questions, can be found 
at  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/HBconcepts 
 
Below are the complete questions and answers referred to above. 
 
 
What message do you understand is being given by the markings? 
 
Cyclists are present and are expected to ride so that drivers can overtake.  
32.35% 
Cyclists are present and are encouraged to ride so that drivers cannot 
overtake  
67.65% 
 



SPEED LIMIT ON THE BRIDGE 
Going northbound on weekdays between 10am and 3pm 15% of the 
vehicles are travelling at more than 26mph We have suggested that a 
20mph speed limit on Hammersmith Bridge would help cyclists deal 
better with the pinch points or “holding the lane” in this present 
scenario. Would you recommend a 20mph speed limit be installed on 
Hammersmith Bridge as soon as possible? 
 
Yes 95% 
No 5% 
 
Do you live in the Boroughs of? 
LBHF 62  
Richmond 25 
Do you study or work in the Boroughs of? 
LBHF 44  
Richmond 11 
 
DO THE NEW MARKINGS MAKE YOU FEEL SAFER?  
Do you agree with any of these statements as a cyclist or potential 
cyclist. You may select more than one? 
 
I would feel safer as there are now signs for motor vehicles to give space to 
cyclists 
13.57% 
 
I would feel safer as I am now encouraged to cycle in the centre of the lane. 
12.86% 
 
I would feel safer as I can cycle down the yellow lines as a guide path and do 
not have to worry about merging as I am already in line to pass the pinch 
point 
15.00% 
 
I would feel safer as I can go into the marked refuge space, and I can wait 
there until the lane is clear. 
5.71% 
 
The new markings do not make any significant difference 
53.57% 
 
I think the markings have increased the risk to cyclists 
19.29% 
 
I would not cycle on the roadway of this bridge at all. 
12.86% 
 
Total Respondents: 140  


